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LONGHIRST LEADER 

August & September 2026 

 

What’s On: Special events 

 

Help make Paddock Wood more wildflower-friendly 

Saturday 8 August   2-3pm  Meet at Paddock Wood bird hide 

The Longhirst Wildlife & Community Trust would like to invite you to come and help us 

make part of Paddock Wood more wildflower-friendly! 

We will be dead-heading the docks which have sprung up in the open area opposite the 

hide.  If we discourage these very invasive weeds from seeding and spreading this will create 

space for more orchids and other flowers to thrive. 

All you need is a pair of secateurs and gardening gloves (and rubbish sacks if you have 

them). Please come if you can, it's only for an hour and together we can make a difference! 

 

Potland Burn site visit in August 

Longhirst Wildlife & Community Trust hopes to arrange a guided visit to the Potland Burn 

site (between Longhirst and Ashington) to walk part of the site and hear about Advance 

Northumberland’s plans to turn this former opencast mining area into "a diverse mosaic of 

environments… designed to support wildlife, strengthen ecosystems and deliver measurable 

Biodiversity Net Gain”. 

A Longhirst Leader supplement will be sent out with details when arrangements are 

finalised. 

 

Climbing Everest: an illustrated talk by Jeffrey Stanford  

Friday 11 September  7.30pm    Longhirst Village Hall 

Tickets (in aid of St John’s Church) will be £10 each, inclusive of supper and a drink, and will 

be available from Chris Lediard on 01670 790268.  Advance booking advisable as there may 

be no tickets available at the door due to great interest in this event.  Jeffrey is a resident of 

the village and a member of St John’s Church. 
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What’s On: Regular events 
 
Longhirst Monthly Luncheon Club  

Wednesdays 5 August & 2 September  12 noon   Longhirst Village Hall 

The monthly Luncheon Club is held at midday on the first Wednesday of each month, when you are 

served a hearty main course followed by a tempting dessert.  You’ll always find a warm welcome and 

plenty of conversation, just bring your appetite and a smile! 

Main course and dessert for £7.50.  Please book in advance with Helen McCabe 07964 159957 or 

Diane Milmore 07962 138788 

 

 

Litter pickers 

Saturdays 8 August & 12 September  10am   Meet at Longhirst Village Hall 

New volunteers always welcome – just come along on the day. 

 

Pub Nights 

Fridays 21 August & 18 September 8 – 11pm   Longhirst Village Hall 

Drinks at great prices and good company.  susanhutchinsonbrown@gmail.com 

The monthly Pub Night on the third Friday of the month continues to have a regular 

following.  Many thanks to those who come along and make it all worthwhile. 

 

Coffee Morning   

Saturday 12 September  10.30 am – 12 noon  Longhirst Village Hall 

Refreshment and cake for £1.50 Helen McCabe 07964 159957 

We’re always delighted to welcome new faces, and if anyone would like to join the hosting 

rota (1-2 times per year) or maybe bake a cake for one of the mornings, your help would be 

very much appreciated.  If you’d like to get involved, please contact Helen McCabe.   

 

100 Club Draw 

Month 1st Prize (£60) 2nd Prize (£40) 3rd Prize (£20) 

June 
David Jordon 

No 55 

Pat Land 

No 76 

Andy Bolton 

No 120 

July 
Amanda Sayers 

No 86 

Helen McCabe 

No 173 

Chris Lediard 

No 203 

mailto:susanhutchinsonbrown@gmail.com
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Longhirst News 

Open Gardens and Flower Festival     Jill McManus 

The population of Longhirst Parish (according to the 2021 census) is only 435.  I mention this 

because it puts in context the level of involvement and the commitment of the community 

in running an event of the scale of the Open Gardens and Flower Festival.   

At the risk of accidentally omitting someone I am going to attempt to acknowledge all of 

those involved and give a brief outline of their roles.  (If I have missed anyone, please let me 

know and you’ll get a special mention in the next Longhirst Leader.) 

Firstly, there is the organising group which has been meeting regularly since last October: 

Linda Mowbray, Dave Errington, Allison Tordoff, Paul & Helen McCabe, Margaret Lovering, 

Andy Foreman and myself, with Maureen Robson and Maureen Graham joining the group 

later.  

Linda organised the gardeners who were Alvaro & James, Carol, Pam & Andy, Linda & 

Edwin, Allison & Richard, Jill & Andy, Chris & Sally, Lawrence & Anne, Phil & Fiona, and 

Carrell at The Dairy.  Getting the gardens prepared for the event is a lot of hard work but it 

is really appreciated by all the visitors and is after all the foundation of the event. 

Dave Errington organised the stewards, traffic cones and car parking.  A very big thank you 

goes to David and Audrey Jordon for arranging the car parking area for the park-and-ride; 

without this the event simply could not be run.  Many thanks also to MEP Hire for free 

provision of the traffic cones and portable toilet.  Dave’s team this year included Ann, Janet, 

Glen, Lisa, Gerard, David, Joanne, Chris, Richard, Karen, Thomas, Margarita, Gavin, Jenny, 

Peter and Claire.  

Allison and Margaret organised the stall holders, finding people who fitted with this year’s 

theme of wildlife gardening, and sorting the practicalities.  Allison and Richard Tordoff also 

provide their paddock as a site for the stalls and Peter Lovering helped with the gazebos. 

Paul McCabe sorted the signage, the risk assessments and the event insurance. 

Helen took on the organisation of the Flower Festival in the church and together with Chris 

Lediard raised donations to pay for the flowers, organised volunteers to welcome visitors to 

the church, contacted the Morpeth and Ellington flower clubs as well as flower arrangers 

from the village.  Daisy Bird decorated the entrance and font; Patrick McGill decorated the 

Lych Gate.  Volunteers in the church were Gordon, Walter, Janet, Pamela and Linda. 

Andy organised the bus from Watbus who again provided an excellent park-and-ride 

service.  He also arranged for the ice cream from Spurreli’s, liaised with the NE N Gauge 

Model Railway group, organised the fish and chips for volunteers on the Saturday night and 

dealt with banking.   

Special thanks to Beryl for hosting the N Gauge railway in her garage, Chris, Lisa and Ellie for 

ice cream sales, Chris and Sally for providing first aid cover, Lauren for helping with publicity 

and Edwin for helping with signage and all the other odd jobs that needed doing. 
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Maureen and Maureen get a special mention for taking on the catering.  I know it was a bit 

of a worry for them doing it for the first time, but they did a brilliant job.  Jackie was a great 

help with the preparation and sourcing ingredients including from the Amble Butcher who 

donated all the ham for the sandwiches whilst Phillipa and Holly ensured the event ran 

smoothly for the whole weekend.  The bakers and kitchen helpers included Mo, Carol, 

Mandy, Jane, Brenda, Daisy, Pam, Mary, Julie, Michaela, Kate, Jill, Rachel, Allison and Helen. 

Many people helped with the publicity, distributing post cards, posters and flyers and 

posting the event on websites and social media. 

Allison liaised with the Longhirst Wildlife and Community Trust and together with Pauline, 

Kim, Peter and other members of the group helped to develop this year’s theme of 

Gardening for Wildlife, producing posters, a quiz for visitors and the wildlife award. 

Carol Benbow needs a mention for her sheer persistence in trying to get BT to paint the 

phone box before Open Gardens.  Our local councillor, Ed Dungait, organised the road 

sweeping.  

In total there were more than 60 volunteers from all parts of Longhirst, and we can add to 

this number friends and family of residents, the N gauge railway volunteers, the Flower Club 

people, and the stall holders.   

I think we can be rightly proud to be part of a community that has so many people willing to 

engage and contribute to village life. 

Thank you to everyone who helped – and to everyone who came along with friends and 

family to visit the gardens and support the event.  

 

Longhirst Wildlife and Community Trust    Peter Coates 

The Longhirst Wildlife and Community Trust (LWCT) was delighted to play an active part in 

the Open Gardens Weekend this year and ran two competitions. The first was open to all 

visitors and asked them to identify wildlife friendly features that could be found in at least 

one of the gardens that were open to the public.  The prize of two tickets to 

Northumberland Zoo went to Susan from Wardley. 

The other was to attempt to judge which of the open gardens were most welcoming to 

wildlife. This was done mainly by using a checklist that is commonly used by a number of 

Wildlife Trusts in similar exercises but also by assessing which gardeners had “gone the 

extra mile” to maximise and add to the resources available to them to encourage existing 

and potential wildlife visitors. 

The easy solution would have been to present awards to all of the participants as everyone 

had made real efforts and deserve warm congratulations, but after careful consideration the 

decision was made to issue five “Longhirst Garden for Wildlife Awards” which obviously will 

be treasured by their recipients for years to come! 
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Plans are currently underway to extend the scheme and it is quite possible that the Trust 

will invite any gardener within the Parish to enter in the near future. Please watch this space 

for further details. 

The happy gardeners: Jill, Pam, Andy, Phil, Al, Allison and Richard.

 

 

LONGHIRST VILLAGE HALL     Gerard Thornton 
I would just like to say a huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped once again to 

make the village hall such a key element of the excellent Open Gardens weekend and show 

it at its best.  Whether you baked cakes, buttered sandwiches, brewed countless cups of tea 

and coffee, washed mountains of dishes, served customers with a smile, or helped set up 

and clear away, you were absolutely fantastic.  This essential part of the event simply 

couldn't have happened without you. The hall was buzzing all day, visitors were wonderfully 

complimentary, and thanks to your generosity (especially those magnificent, donated 

cakes!) a huge amount was added to the pot. 

In preparation for the weekend, there had also been a request from the Parish Council for 

some help to tidy up the roadside verge by the bus stop in front of the hall.  Whilst it is 

technically not Village Hall property, volunteers helped to weed and replant the area with 

low-maintenance plants.  Many thanks to Phil Hourigan for his advice and plants.  Thanks 

also to Heighley Gate Garden Centre for providing such an excellent array of plants ably 

directed by Diane Haley.  Also, to Edwin and members of the community for their offers of 

help, support and water.  It was important to get the plants in before the Open Gardens 

although not the best timing in a heat wave: we will revisit the space at the end of the 

season for phase two. 

Although the planting is low-maintenance that does not mean “no maintenance” and it 

would be fantastic to see the space continue to be cared for by the community.  Perhaps 

those who don’t want to pick litter might be happier pulling up a few weeds on the second 

Saturday of every month as part of a “weeding party”?  It shouldn’t take long, leaving lots of 

time for a coffee in the hall afterwards.  The Coffee Mornings are on a summer break during 

August but the litter pickers’ outings, also on the second Saturday of each month, do 

continue over the summer, so you won’t be on your own. 
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Longhirst Village Hall is one of our village's greatest assets.  Whether you're looking for a 

regular activity, a place to meet friends, somewhere to celebrate a special occasion, or 

simply want to get more involved in village life, we'd love to see you and listen to your 

ideas.  One of the above occasions is a great start - so please come and make the most of it. 

 

 

Wildlife in the heat       LWCT 

This year we have had an exceptionally hot dry summer and whilst we may bask in the 

sunshine, wildlife is facing many challenges.  Long spells of hot dry weather can lead to a 

shortage of fresh clean water as streams and puddles dry up and a shortage of food.   

We can help by providing a continuous source of clean water such as a shallow bowl of fresh 

water placed in the shade and regularly topped up.  These can be placed at different heights 

to assist a number of species.  Add some stones/pebbles to allow access for insects. The 

water can be used for drinking and bathing.   

Adding a log pile, rockery and tall grassy areas to your garden will provide cover for frogs, 

toads and newts seeking shelter from the sun. Leave patches lawn unmown and avoid 

pruning hedges to create shaded refuges.  

Food sources may be depleted as plants struggle to survive, causing them to drop their 

fruit/berries early, but please don’t be tempted to re-start bird feeding before October: the 

risk of trichomonosis is on-going. 

 

 

Parish Council         Glen Fahy 

Meeting held at Longhirst Colliery Hall, on Thursday, 2nd July 2026 
 
Public Forum 
The public session was opened for 10 minutes.  
 
Highways Department Update 
There was a decision in principle which will be disclosed when the site evaluation and the 
engineer's report (expected in August) are available.  
 
Junction Visibility on the B1337 
Residents have reported difficulty safely exiting residential access points onto the B1337 
due to narrow lanes and parked cars. A request for a double yellow line restriction has 
previously been denied. 
The Parish Council will explore the feasibility of installing a traffic mirror, noting that 
planning permission or landowner’s permission would be required depending on placement. 
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Speeding and HGVs 
Concerns have been raised regarding excessive traffic speed and large HGVs using the B1337 
as a diversionary rat-run when the A1 is closed. HGVs are frequently observed crossing the 
central white lines on the tight bends near the church. 
 
Highways Restrictions 
The Highways Department has refused a 20mph zone restriction and “sleeping policemen”. 
 
Speed-Calming Approvals 
The Highways Department is willing to look into applying 'dragon’s teeth' road markings and 
installing an automated digital speed monitoring camera (which automatically downloads 
 24/7) in the centre of the village.  
 
Funding Pledges 
The Parish Council and Cllr Dungait have each provisionally pledged £5,000 (totalling 
£10,000) toward physical speed-calming measures.  Simple paint markings, like “dragon's 
teeth”, are considered the County Council's responsibility and therefore will not be funded 
by the Parish Council.  
 
Chicane Relocation 
The Highways Department is actively assessing the possibility of southward relocation of the 
north entry chicane as far as the village boundary, to force traffic to reduce speed 
significantly upon entrance to the built-up area. 
 
Financial Report 
The Clerk presented the financial update. The ordinary current account balance stands 
at £8,620.64 (notable outlays included £100 to the auditor and annual insurance). 
The business savings account stands at £15,107.51. 
 
Websites & Electronic Mail 
The official website is www.longhirst-pc.gov.uk and the correct clerical email address 
is clerk@longhirst-pc.gov.uk 
 
PLANNING 
 
26/00498/COU Fairwinds, Ulgham Lane, Longhirst, Northumberland, NE61 3NE 
Change of use from a private residence (Class C3) to a supported home (Class C2) 
It was noted that following structural and legal review by the Planning Department, a 
proper site notice has now been posted and adjacent neighbours notified, extending the 
comment window to mid-July. All original public objections and comments from Network 
Rail remain valid. Both the Parish Council and County Cllr Dungait have requested that this 
application be referred to the full planning committee rather than delegated to an officer. 
 
 

http://www.longhirst-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@longhirst-pc.gov.uk
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26/02046/FUL Old Moor Farm Longhirst, Morpeth Northumberland, NE61 6PR 
 
Proposed shed to wash down machines 56m² replacement concrete hard standing area with 
new road access.  (This work will be associated with the Countryside Stewardship Capital 
Grant Scheme).  It was noted that this application significantly increases highways safety by 
moving the heavy agricultural machinery entrance 50+ metres away from a blind bend. 
Parish Council will submit a fully supportive comment to the Planning Department.  
 
 
26/01950/FUL The Crossing House, Ulgham Lane, Longhirst, Northumberland NE613NF  
Timber-built L-shaped stable block comprising three boxes (one main stable, one 
equipment/tack room, one feed/bedding store) with concrete base, area of hard-standing, 
and fencing.  The site is secluded, non-intrusive to neighbours, and well-managed. Parish 
Council will submit a supportive comment. 
 
GENERAL ITEMS 
 
Resurfacing of Road 
The road from North East Grains has been resurfaced: the material used incorporated 
recycled plastic elements. However, the associated pedestrian footpath was excluded from 
the resurfacing: the Clerk will ask County Cllr Dungait to explain why the pathway was 
omitted. 
 
Speed Sign to the north of the village 
Cllr Tordoff confirmed that clearing moss off the solar panels did not fix the faulty electronic 
speed sign. However further action has been put on hold pending the August Highways 
report, as a new sign may be provided under the proposed chicane relocation scheme (see 
above). 
 
Millennium Wood Path 
Progress on upgrading the boggy path entrance has faced logistical issues due to the narrow 
entrance making delivery of wood chips difficult.  
Cllr Jordon offered to assist by receiving bulk drops onto his adjoining land and utilising a 
front-loader tractor to transfer the material over the fence line.  
 
New regulatory 'dog fouling' signs have been successfully erected within the woods. 
 
Next meeting: 3 September 7pm Longhirst Village Hall 
 
 
 

Longhirst Colliery July Coffee Morning   Mary Climson 
 
We would like to thank everyone who came along to our coffee morning and made it such 
an enjoyable event. 
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AUGUST DIARY 

5 Wednesday 12 Noon Luncheon Club 

8 Saturday 10am Litter Picking 

14 Friday 9.30-10.10am Mobile library 

21 Friday 8.00-11.00pm Pub night 

 

SEPTEMBER DIARY 

2 Wednesday 12 Noon Luncheon Club 

3 Thursday 7.00pm Parish Council (Longhirst Village Hall) 

4 Friday  Late Bin Collection (Recycling – blue) 

11 Friday 9.30-10.10am Mobile library 

12 Saturday 10.00am 

10.30am-12noon 

Litter picking 

Coffee morning 

18 Friday 8.00pm-11.00pm Pub night 

 

Unless stated otherwise, all events are held in the Village Hall.  The mobile library parks 

opposite the Village Hall near the bus stop. 

CHURCH NOTICE BOARD 

Date Time Service 

2 August 9.30 St John’s, Longhirst 

16 August 9.30 St John’s, Longhirst 

6 September 9.30 St John’s, Longhirst 

20 September 9.30 St John’s, Longhirst 

 

LONGHIRST VILLAGE HALL REGULAR EVENTS 

Pilates Fridays 9.30-

10.30am 

charlotte@charlottewoodpilates.com   

Pilates Tuesdays 5.45-7.00pm Jillates-Pilates with Jill 

U3A Check Village website for 

information 

www.longhirstvillage.co.uk 

 

Reminder 

The fish van from Eyemouth stops by the war memorial every Friday around 9am. 
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CONTACTS 

Parish Council Clerk Barry Flux 07472002538 clerk@longhirst-pc.gov.uk 

Parish Council Chair Glen Fahy 07752 279939 glenfahy06@aol.com  

Parish Council website www.longhirst-pc.gov.uk 

County Councillor Ed Dungait  ed.dungait@northumberland.gov.uk  

Member of Parliament David Smith 01670 704099 david.smith.mp@parliament.uk  

 

Churchwarden & Parochial 
Church Council 

Chris Lediard 01670 790268  

Church website  

 

Longhirst Village Hall  Gerard Thornton  gthornton.lvh@gmail.com 

 

Longhirst Wildlife and 
Community Trust 

Kim Woolhead 07749 811937 kim.woolhead@gmail.com 

Longhirst Hundred Club Pauline 
Gilbertson 

 paulinegilbertson@gmail.com  

 

Longhirst Colliery 
Recreation Room Bookings 

Mary Climson 07727 198108 maryclimson67@gmail.com 

 

 

Longhirst Village Hall Bookings https://longhirstvillagehall.co.uk  

 

Lunch Club Helen McCabe 
Diane Milmore 

07964 159957 
07962 138788 

 

Litter Picking Pauline 
Gilbertson 

   paulinegilbertson@gmail.com  

 

Coffee Mornings Helen McCabe 07964 159957 mccabe_paul1@sky.com  

 

Village Website  
www.longhirstvillage.co.uk 

Chris Marr 01670 790196 chrismarr@btinternet.com    

Village Facebook Group www.facebook.com/longhirstvillage 

 

Longhirst Leader  Jill McManus 07837 525634 longhirstleader@gmail.com 

Mo Dewar 01670 791149 dewarms@btinternet.com 

Janet Quinn 07791543657 quinnjanet@sky.com 

Kim Woolhead 07749 811937 kim.woolhead@gmail.com 
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